
 

 

Success Criteria 

 

At Our School SHNPS 



Feedback from last session   
 

 Clarification?? – Learning Intention = Focus.  

 

At SHNPS this is either a ‘descriptor’ or ‘elaboration’ from 
AusVELS. (Which we reword, as necessary, for students to 
help their understanding - making Learning Visible for them). 

 

 What is the difference between Learning Intention and 
Success Criteria? We will work on this today   



My Co-Planning Partner’s 
advice … 
  

A simplified way to look at Success Criteria: 

 

F to Grade 2 - “I Can” statements. 

 

 3 to Grade 6 - Rubrics 



My Success Criteria today 
 

 We know what the difference is between Learning 
Intentions & Success Criteria.  

 

 We have a planned task to take away which includes a 
L.I. supported by S.C. 

 



The learning intention of a lesson or series of lessons 
tells students what: 

 They should know 

Understand 

Be able to do. 

 

The success criteria help teachers to decide whether 
their students have in fact: 

 Achieved the learning intention.  

http://www.assessmentforlearning.edu.au/professional_learning/learning_intentions/learning_intentions_landing_page.html


Importantly, the success criteria also answer the same 
question from the point of view of the student: 

How will I know whether I've achieved the learning 
intention? 

 

 The term 'success criteria' was coined in the UK. It is 
synonymous with 'assessment criteria' but, instead of 
reminding students of their (perhaps negative) 
experiences of being assessed, this term focuses (much 
more positively) on students' ability to succeed. 

 



 Example of success criteria 
A series of dot points might be used to list the success criteria for solving a maths 

problem.  

 

For example: 

 You will 

 provide a written summary of the problem in your own words 

 use an appropriate strategy 

 explain the process used or the working out 

 have an accurate answer, which uses correct terminology 

 provide evidence of having checked the answer 



For lengthy assessment tasks, however, teachers often use rubrics which will 

provide students with the success criteria and also with descriptions of a 

number of different levels of performance in relation to those criteria. 

 This is part of a rubric which shows one of the success criteria and 

describes the three levels of performance that relate to that criterion. 

 

 

http://www.assessmentforlearning.edu.au/professional_learning/success_criteria_and_rubrics/success_rubric_example.html


  Background 

 Royce Sadler (1998), an Australian educationalist who has long been 

working in the field of formative assessment, says it this way: 

 We need to let students into the secret, allowing them to become insiders of the 

assessment process. We need to make provision for them to become members 

of the guild of people who can make consistently sound judgments and know 

why those judgments are justifiable. 

 



If success criteria are to be any use to students, then they need to: 

 

 be written in language that students are likely to understand 

 be limited in number so students are not overwhelmed by the scope of the 

task 

 focus on the learning and not on aspects of behaviour (eg paying attention, 

contributing, meeting deadlines etc.) 

 be supported, where necessary, by exemplars or work samples which make 

their meaning clear. (This is probably particularly relevant in the case of 

rubrics.) 

 created, ideally, with input from students so that they have greater 

understanding and ownership. 

 



Uses of success criteria and rubrics 

By referring to the success criteria and the rubric performance descriptors, 

 Students are able to evaluate their progress while in the process of completing an 

assessment task or activity, and then evaluate their achievement on completion; 

 Peers are able to provide feedback to other students at strategic points while they 

are in the process of completing the assessment task or activity; 

 the Teacher is able to provide feedback which students can act on to improve their 

performance. 

 



Activity –  
1) Use  a Learning Intention from the year level your teach.  

2) Reword it in a language understood by children.  
3) Write you Success Criteria. 

 Foundation - creating students' own written texts and reading aloud to the teacher and others 

 Grade 1 - using different types of texts, for example procedures (including recipes) and 

discussing the text structure 

 Grade 2 -learning how to express ideas using compound sentences. 

 Grade 3 - becoming familiar with the typical features of online texts, for example navigation 

bars and buttons, hyperlinks and sitemaps. 

 Grade 4 - participating in online searches for information using navigation tools and 

discussing similarities and differences between print and digital information. 

 Grade 5 - investigating the qualities of contemporary protest songs, for example those about 

Indigenous peoples and those about the environment. 

 Grade 6 - observing how concepts, information and relationships can be represented visually 

through such images as tables, maps, graphs, diagrams, and icons 

 

Learning Intention 
(From AusVELS) 

WALT – In Children’s 
Language 

Success Criteria 
(Assessment Criteria) 



Some ‘examples’ of Success 
Criteria for discussion… 

 
Quick comments – ‘Cold calling’ 

 



















Our Teacher Assessment Rubric  or  or ? 



Have a chat about the exercise 
of using the Rubric… use P1-3 
to guide your discussion   

P1 P2 P3 



My Success Criteria for this 
series of P.D. 

 
 Staff have an agreed format of how we will embed Success Criteria into 

our planning.  
 

 Success Criteria is evident in all staff planning by the start of Term 3. 
 

 Staff understand the importance of Success Criteria how it links with 
Learning Intentions & Feedback – The Triangle of Great Instruction. 
 

 Staff have 3 sources of feedback about their teaching of Success 
Criteria. 
 

 Staff begin self – assessing using video and rubrics. 
 



Who we are here for… 


